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beauty and deformity, there can be no doubt that, when
they do more than fall short of our instinct for beauty,
they displease us by their expression of temper and probable
disposition; we are repelled by what they signify. The
universality of the taste for regularity amidst variety is
evident from features common to human arts in every
stage, quite apart from considerations of utility; e.g. the
rudest habitations, as well as structures of finest archi-
tecture, are symmetrical in form; if angular, their walls are
parallel; if m stones, their floors are horizontal; if lighted
from without, their windows are upright and regular: how-
ever barbarous the fashions of dress, they recognise the
correspondency of the two sides of the body, and arrange
their adornments by reference to the medial line. Nor has
any tribe been found that, in choosing its king, looked out
for a man that squinted or had a goitre. The same in-
stinctive craving for the weaving together of the many into
the one is apparent in the earliest intellectual interests of
such men: the village chronicler, whose memory goes back
to the third generation, may have the useful authority of
an almanac; but it is the ballad-singer or pantos that
will gather an eager and silent crowd, by stringing the
loose beads of fact upon a continuous thread of human
life, spun from the whirl of passion and the filaments
of character; not till the poet's insight reads the unify-
ing plot, does history arise, and gain its meaning and its
charm1.

When Hutcheson wrote, the most skilful attempts had
not yet been made to derive the aesthetic conceptions and
emotions from associated vestiges of sensation, and the
second-hand influence of custom and education, founded
on utility. In no direction has the doctrine of association
of ideas been worked out with more ingenuity by its ex-
ponents, from Hartley to Alison, than on the track of our
appreciation of sublimity and beauty. But I hardly think
that the position of the main problem has been changed.
1 Enquiry, I. vi. pp. 72-80.